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Message from the President 
 
As we near the mid -point of summer, I hope all of you have had an 

opportunity to see and enjoy the renovations to the Harker Center, 

including a new tennis facility, and the upgraded office, lo unge and 

pool areas.  If you havenôt, it is well worth a visit!  Not only did the 

improvements far exceed our expectations, but they were brought 

in on time and on budget!  The stringent coordination between our 

contractor, Larry Warner, the Harker Center Upgrade C ommittee, 

head ed by B oard Vice P resident , Cris Thiessen, and our staff 

facilitated this result; many thanks to all of them.  

 

Talking about budgets, I want everyone to know, especially in this 

environment, we are operating within our budget, and ha ve over 

$1.2MM in reserves. These reserves have been created consistent 

with our capital replacement program, which evaluates every 

capital asset we have, and schedules anticipated repairs or 

replacement.  

 

Our annual summer picnic took place on Friday, Ju ly 17th.  With 

the weather cooperating, we had about 300 property owners 

attend the event, which featured some wonderful food, spirits and 

music.  If you havenôt attended in the past, you are missing a 

great event, enjoyed by everyone. Do be sure to put it  on your 

calendar for next year. One item we discussed at the annual picnic 

was elk feeding, and Iôd like to share some recent information on 

that topic with you.  In the past two years since the elk have not 

been fed on the upper slopes of the Elkhorn hil ls, they have 

migrated down into Elkhorn proper. Some owners in Elkhorn 

started their own feeding program in an effort to mitigate the 

unfavorable conditions the elk found themselves in after being fed 

for decades. The unfortunate ramification of their eff orts also 

resulted in predators invading our community, as both wolves and 

a cougar began stalking the elk. This created an untenable and 

unsafe condition for our owners.  

 

At our July board meeting, the Wood River Elk Trust made a 

presentation, requesting to lease some of our open space to 
conduct an elk feeding program for this winter. Basically, they 

reasoned that conducting such a program would keep the elk out 

of Elkhorn residential areas, which would also help keep the 

predators away. Their presentatio n was supported by a retired Fish  



208-622-7420 
  

Page 4 

 

www.elkhorn -assoc.org 

 

and Game  officer who was active in this area for over 30 years. We 

are considering their request for a trial program this winter, 

subject to better understanding their feeding program and ability 

to carry it out all wint er, having our own conversations with Fish 

and Game, and talking with additional owners living below the 

proposed feeding area, which would likely be above the end of 

Fireweed Road in Sagecreek. At a straw poll taken at the Summer 

Picnic, virtually all own ers attending voiced their approval of such a 

program. We would like to hear from any and all interested 

owners, so please contact the SVEA office with your comments.   

 

Enjoy the rest of your summer, and remember to visit the ónewô 

Harker Center and be su re to add next summerôs BBQ to your 

schedule ï you wonôt be disappointed. 

 

Jim Fletcher 
SVEA President  
 

 
Harker Upgrades are Complete  

New Tennis Facility 
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Outdoor Harker Spa 

 

 

 

 

New  Harker Pool Lobby 
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Harker Pool Entrance 

 

 

The Harker Center is complete and the results are spectacular!  

Cris Thiessen,  Board Vice -President and Chair  of the Harker 

Upgrades Committee, commented that, ñafter nine months of 

being crowded into the lounge area, enduring computer 

ñmovementò failures, telephone outages, noise, paint fumes, 

and space restrictions our SVEA staff is enjoying  their new 

space.  ñGeneral Contractor, Larry Warner and his team were a 

pleasure to work with; adroitly handling the many challenges of 

remodeling a twenty -six year old building.  They finished on  

time and on budget.  I urge property owners to take a stroll 

through your new buildings.ò 

 

New Sauna Harker Office Remodel 
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Harker Lounge Renovations -- A Very Special Thank You 
to Janet Drobner 
 
Though not a 

part of the 

approved 

Harker Center 

Upgrades, 

funds were 

included in the 

2008/09 

budget for 

painting, 

carpeting, 

furniture and 

lighting to 

renovate the 

Owners ô lounge 

and meeting 

room.  The Board of Directors and Staff would like to take this 

opportunity to extend our sincere gratitude to Janet Drobner for 

her amazing talent and the many hours of work she donated to the 

interior design of the Harker Center Owne rsô Lounge.    Janet, an 

owner in Elkhorn for the past several years, currently lives in The 

Highlands with her husband Sherwin.  Under Janetôs expert 

guidance, this old and tired room has been transformed into a 

warm, inviting space ready for you to relax  with a book, visit with 

a friend, watch sports on the 52ò TV, or to host a party, meeting or 

event.  

 

THANK YOU JANET!!!   The room is stunning and it would 

not have happened without you!  

 
Ownersô Lounge is Available to Property Owners  
 

The lounge is open during regular office hours for ownersô use 

at no charge.  Wi -Fi service is provided.  The room is also 

available at no charge, by reservation, for Elkhorn sub -

association meetings.   Owners may  reserve the room after -

hours for private parties or other even ts.  A $200 rental 

charge with a $100 damage/cleaning deposit applies . 

   

Renovated Lounge 


